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Contact Information:
weberian@uga.edu
706-614-0071

                 
Education:        

l968  B.S. (Sociology), Saint Peter's College, Jersey City, New Jersey. 
l97l  M.A. (Sociology), University of Maryland, College Park. 
l976 Ph.D.  (Sociology), University of Southern California, Los Angeles.

         
Appointments and Positions Held

2015.  Professor Emeritus, Department of Sociology, University of Georgia.

1990.  Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Georgia.     

1990-1992; 1983-84.  Graduate Coordinator, Department of Sociology, University of 
Georgia.

 l98l-1990.  Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Georgia. 

 l979.  Honors Program Faculty, University of Georgia.

 l977.  Graduate Faculty, University of Georgia.

 l977-1992; 2009 - 2015.  Faculty of Gerontology, University of Georgia. 

1977-1981.  Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,  University of Georgia. 

1975-l977.  Faculty Research Associate, Wayne State Univ. Division, Wayne State 
University - University of Michigan Institute of Gerontology, Detroit, Michigan. 

1975-l977.  Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,  Wayne State University.
        

 l975.  Summer Faculty, Leonard Davis School of Gerontology, University of Southern 
California, Los Angeles, CA. 

         
1972-l975.  Senior Research Assistant, NSF funded project "Social and Cultural Contexts 

of Aging", under the direction of Vern L. Bengtson (Co-directed with LaMar Empey,
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l973),  Andrus Gerontology Center and Department of Sociology, University of
Southern California. 

         
  l970-1972.  Lieutenant, United States Army. 
         
    l968-1970.  Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology,  University of Maryland.
         
         
Books:   
Dowd, James J. 2021. Social Life in the Movies: How Hollywood Imagines War, Schools,

Romance, Aging, and Social Inequality.  New York: Routledge.  

Dowd, James J. 1980. Stratification Among the Aged.  Monterey: Brooks/Cole.  (Reviewed in 
Contemporary Sociology, l0  (July, 1981): 5l7-5l8; and in Ageing and Society 3 (l982):    
395-397.) 

    
Acock, Alan C., James J. Dowd, and William Roberts. 1974. The Primary Group:  Its

Rediscovery in Contemporary Sociology.  Morristown, N.J.:  General Learning Press. 
         

Articles and Chapters:   
Ragan, Pauline K. and James J. Dowd.  1974. "The Emerging Political Consciousness of the

Aged:  A Generational Interpretation." Journal of Social Issues.  30: l37-l58. 
         
Dowd, James J. 1975.  "Distributive Justice and Psychological Reactance:  A Convergence of

Homans and Brehm."  Pacific Sociological Review.  l8 : 32l-44l. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1975.  "Aging as Exchange:  A Preface to Theory." Journal of Gerontology.  30

(September): 584-594. 
         
Bengtson, Vern L., James J. Dowd, David Horton Smith, and Alex Inkeles.  1975. 

"Modernization, Modernity and Attitudes Toward Aging: A Cross-Cultural Survey." 
Journal of Gerontology.  30 (November):  689-695. 

         
Dowd, James J. and Vern L. Bengtson.  1978. "Aging in Minority Populations:  A Test of the

Double Jeopardy Hypothesis." Journal of Gerontology.  33 (May): 427-436. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1978. "Aging as Exchange:  A Test of the Distributive Justice Proposition." 

Pacific Sociological Review.  2l (July):  35l-375. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1979. "The Problems of Generations (and Generational Analysis)." 

International Journal of Aging and Human Development.  l0: 2l3-230. 
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Dowd, James J. 1980.  "Prejudice and Proximity:  An Analysis of Age Differences."  Research
on Aging.  2 (March):  23-48.  

Dowd, James J.  1980.  "Exchange Rates and Old People."  Journal of Gerontology.  35
(July):  596-602. 

         
LaRossa, Ralph and James J. Dowd. 1980. "Aging in a Women's Club." Alternative Lifestyles.  3

(May): l85-206. 
         
Dowd, James J. 1981. "Age and Inequality:  A Critique of the Age Stratification Model."  Human

Development.  24 (March):  l57-l7l.

Bengtson, Vern L. and James J. Dowd.  1981. "Sociological Functionalism, Exchange Theory, 
and Life-Cycle Analyses." International Journal of Aging and Human Development.  l2
(February):  l43-l59. 

         
Dowd, James J. and Vern L. Bengtson.  1981.  "Reply to Markides." Journal of Gerontology.

36 (July):  495. 
         
Dowd, James J., Rose Sisson, and Dennis Kern.  1981. "Socialization to Violence Among the

Aged."  Journal of Gerontology.  36 (May): 350-36l.   
         
Dowd, James J.  1981. "Industrialization and the Decline of the Aged."  Sociological Focus  l4

(October):  255-269. 
         
Dowd, James J. and Ralph LaRossa.  1982. "Primary Group Contact and Elderly Morale: An

Exchange/power Analysis."  Sociology and Social Research. 66 (January): 184-197. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1981. "Conversation and Social Exchange:  Managing Identities in Old Age." 

Human Relations   34 (July): 54l-553.  (Abstracted and reviewed in Ageing and Society  2
(July, l982): 23l-233.) 

         
Dowd, James J.  1982. "Aging and the American Dream" Western Sociological Review 13:  87-102. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1983. "Social exchange, class, and old people".  Pp.29-32 in J. Sokolovsky (ed.)

Growing Old in Different Societies.  Belmont, Calif.:  Wadsworth. 
     
Dowd, James J.  1983. "Growing pains: the sociology of  aging"  Contemporary Sociology.  

12 (Nov.): 642-645. 
          
Dowd, James J.  1984. "Beneficence and the Aged."  Journal of Gerontology, 39 (Jan.): 102-108. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1984. "Mental Health and the Aged Stranger".  International Journal of Health
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Services. 14 (Jan.):  69-87. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1986. "The Old Person as Stranger". Pp. 103-134 in V. M. Marshall (ed.) Later

Life:  The Social Psychology of Aging.  Beverly Hills: Sage, 1986.
         
Dowd, James J.  1986.  "Review Essay:  Zaret's The Heavenly Contract,  Univ. of Chicago Press,

1985" Quarterly Journal of Ideology.  10 :  66-69.  
         
Dowd, James J.  1987.  "Reification of Age: Age stratification theory and the passing of the

autonomous subject" Journal of Aging Studies.  1 (Winter):  317-335. 

Dowd, James J.  1987.  "Justice in old age:  An analysis of corporatist social theory.”  Social
Justice Review  1:  477-499. 

         
Boyd, Jerry W. and James J. Dowd.  1988. "The diffuseness of age".  Social Behaviour.  3:

85-103. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1988.  "Sociology is different: The mis-evaluation of teaching effectiveness." 

Sociological Inquiry.  58 (Nov): 93-412. 
         
Dowd, James J.  1990.  "Ever since Durkheim: The socialization of human development." 

Human Development.  33 : 138-159.
         
Dowd, James J.  1990. "Humor as ideology: The films of Woody Allen."  Quarterly Journal of

Ideology.  14 (2): 19-40. 

Dowd, James J.  1991.  "Revising the canon: Graduate training in the two sociologies."  Teaching 
Sociology.  19 (July): 308-321.

Dowd, James J.  1991. "Social psychology in a postmodern age:  A discipline without a subject." 
American Sociologist  26 (Fall/Winter): 28-49.

Dowd, James J.  1994.  "Children and social identity: Commentary on Packer."  Human
Development (5): 277-279.

Dowd, James J.  1994.  "The theory pantry."  Perspectives  7 (June):  4.

Dowd, James J.   1995.  "Aporias of the self."  Pp. 245-266 In Linda Brooks (ed.) Alternative 
Identities: The Self in Literature, History, Theory.  New York:  Garland Press. 

Dowd, James J.  1996.  "An act made perfect in habit: The self in the postmodern age."   
Current Perspectives in Social Theory.  16: 237-263.
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Dowd, James J.  1998.  “Big Nights: Authenticity and contrivance in contemporary film.” 
Cultural Studies.  3: 237-268. 

Dowd, James J.  1999.  “Waiting for Louis Prima: On the Possibility of a Sociology in Film.” 
Teaching Sociology.  27 (Oct.): 324-342.

Dowd, James J.  2000.  “Communitarian values and the rise of generals.”  Pp. 149-162 in Peter
Lawler and Dale McConkey (eds.) Social Structures, Social Capital, and Personal Freedom. 
Westport, Conn.:  Praeger. 

Dowd, James J.  2000.  “Hard Jobs and Good Ambition: U.S. Army Generals and the Rhetoric of
Modesty.  Symbolic Interaction.  23 (2): 183-205.

Dowd, James J. and Nicole R. Pallotta.  2000.  “The End of Romance: The Demystification of
Love in the Postmodern Age.”  Sociological Perspectives.  43 (Winter): 549-580.   
Reprinted in translation in the Turkish journal, Sekans (Vol. 16, 2012).

Dowd, James J. 2001.  “Connected to Society: The Political Beliefs of Army Generals.”  Armed
Forces and Society.  27 (Spring): 343-372.         

Dowd, James J. 2001.  “From officers to gentlemen:  Army generals and the crossing of life 
course boundaries.”  Pp. 233-257 in Victor W. Marshall, Walter R. Heinz, Helga Krüger,
and Anil Verma (eds.) Restructuring Work and the Life Course.  Toronto:  University of
Toronto Press.

Dowd, James. J.  2001.  “Die Bildung of the Warrior Class:  Socialization and the Acquisition of 
Cultural Resources.” Pp. 393-431 in Richard Settersten and Timothy J. Owens (eds.) 
Advances in Life Course Research, vol. 7. New Frontiers in Socialization.  N.Y.:
JAI/Elsevier Science.  

Dowd, James J.  2002.  “Films and utopia:  The Culture Industry Revisited.” Current 
Perspectives in Social Theory.  22: 99-129.  

Dowd, James J. and Laura A. Dowd.  2003.  “The center holds: From subcultures to social
worlds.”  Teaching Sociology.  31: 20-37.  

Dowd, James J.  2009.  “Understanding social mobility through the movies.”  Pp. 86-102 in 
Kathryn Feltey and Jean-Anne Sutherland (Eds.).  Cinematic Sociology.  Sage.

Dowd, James J.  2012.  “Aging and the course of desire.”  Journal of Aging Studies.  26
(August): 285–295.

.
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Dowd, James J., Arialle K. Crabtree, and Bryan C. Cannon.  2023 “Movies, Gender, and Social
Change: The Hollywood Romance Film.”  Journal of Gender Studies 32 (2): 201-214.

Dowd, James J.  2024. “Sociology for Whom: Once Again.”  The American Sociologist.  May. 
DOI: 10.1007/s12108-024-09619-1

  
Recent Presentations 
Dowd, James J.  2024. “Running past Fifty: The Fortitude of the Older Runner.”  Scheduled for

presentation at the Annual Meetings of the Gerontological Society of America. November
13-16, Seattle, Washington.

Dowd, James J.  2023. “Older Runners:  Heroes of Aging?   Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the Georgia Sociological Association, October 2023, Augusta, Georgia. 

Dowd, James J. 2023.  “Sociology for Whom: Once Again.”  Paper presented at the Ameri can
Sociological Association Meetings (Philadelphia) August.

Dowd, James J.  2017.  “Three Kongs: Race, Gender, and Fear in Hollywood Ape Movies.”  
Paper presented at the American Sociological Association annual meetings (Montreal),
August.

Crabtree, Arialle K., Bryan C. Cannon, and James J. Dowd. 2016. “Popular romance and its 
theoretical consequences.”  Paper presented to the Cultural Studies session at the American
Sociological Association annual meetings (Seattle), August.

Hall, Terrence and James J. Dowd.  2016.  “Framing Black Lives: African American Films from 
Oscar Micheaux to Tyler Perry.”  Paper presented at the American Sociological Association
annual meetings (Seattle), August.

Crabtree, Arialle K., Bryan C. Cannon, and James J. Dowd.  2015.  “Approaching limits: 
Exhaustion and recovery of a film genre.”  Paper presented at the American Sociological
Association annual meetings (Chicago), August.

Dowd, James J.  2014.  “The coming of age: Older characters in Hollywood films, 1960-2013.”   
Paper presented to the Cultural Studies session, American Sociological Association annual
meetings (San Francisco), August.

Dowd, James J.  2013.  “From aging to the life course: An unfinished dialectic.”  Paper presented
to the History of Sociology session, American Sociological Association annual meetings
(New York), August.

Dowd, James J.  2013.  “Gerontophobia: A Critical Approach to Aging and the Life Course.” 
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Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Southern Sociological Society (Atlanta),
April 26.

Dowd, James J.  2012.  “Bloody Durkheim.”   Paper presented at the annual meetings of the
American Sociological Association (Denver), August.

Dowd, James J.  2011.  “Desire, Catastrophe and Immortality: The Social Bases of a Meaningful 
Life.”   Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association
(Las Vegas).

Dowd, James J.  2010.   “War Films, African Americans, and the Problem of Patriotism.”  Paper
presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association (Atlanta).

Dowd, James J.  2010.  “Patriotic Gore: War Movies and the American Flag.”  Paper presented at
the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association (Atlanta).

BOOK REVIEWS
Chris Paparone.  The Sociology of Military Science: Prospects for Postinstitutional Military 

Design.  New York: Bloomsbury Press, 2013.    Reviewed in Contemporary Sociology.  44
(3): 396-398.        

Jenny Hockey and Allison James.  Social Identities Across the Life Course. New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2003.  Reviewed in  Contemporary Sociology, 33 (3) 2004: 300-301..

Mark Osiel. Obeying Orders: Atrocities, Military Discipline, and the Law of War. New
Brunswick: Transaction Publishers, 2002.  Reviewed in Comparative Sociology, 3 (1)
2003: 314-318.  

Hedges, Chris.  War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning.  N.Y.: Public Affairs, 2002.  Reviewed in
Journal of Political and Military Sociology. 31 (Summer) 2003: 143-144.

Hilbert, Richard A.  The Classical Roots of Ethnomethodology: Durkheim, Weber, and 
Garfinkel.  Chapel Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 1992.  Reviewed in Social Forces.
74 (December)1995: 747-748.

Brown, Richard Harvey.  Writing the Social Text: Poetics and Politics in Social Science 
Discourse.  N.Y.: Aldine de Gruyter, 1992.  Reviewed in Social Forces.  72 (June)1994:
1268-69. 

Bartra, Roger. The Imaginary Networks of Political Power. New Brunswik: Rutgers, 1992.  
Reviewed in Humanity & Society.  18 (May)1994: 95-97.

Liebersohn, Harry.  Fate and Utopia in German Sociology, 1870-1923.  Cambridge: M.I.T. 
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Press, 1989.  Reviewed in German Studies Review.  15 (February)1992: 159-161.

Inglehart, Ronald.  Culture Shift in Advanced Industrial Society.  Princeton, 1990.  Reviewed in
American Journal of Sociology.  96 (March, 1991): 1274-1276.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS:
Dowd, James J.  Sociology of Aging.  Athens:  Georgia Center for Continuing Education, 1989.

 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:
Member, Humanities, Arts, and Cultural Gerontology Advisory Group, Gerontological Society of
America, 2022-2024.

Co-Covener, Fitness, Exercise, and Wellness Interest Group, Gerontological Society of America,
2022-2024.

Chair, Section on the History of Sociology and Social Thought, American Sociological
Association. 2022-2023; Past-Chair, 2023-2024.

Editorial Board, Social Sciences Section, Journal of Gerontology, l980-1983; Reviewer,
1984-1990; 2006.

      
Editorial Board, Journal of Aging Studies, 1986 - 2015.
 
Editorial Board, Sociological Inquiry, 1990-1995; Reviewer, 1987-1989. 

Editorial Board, Teaching Sociology, 1999-2002.

Reviewer, American Journal of Sociology, 2001; American Sociological Review, 2007, 2009;
The American Sociologist, 1993; Armed Forces and Society, 1992-2004, 2006, 2007;
British Journal of Sociology, 2010;  Canadian Journal of Aging, 1992; Cultural Studies,
1998; Gender & Society, 2014; Feminist Media Studies, 2019-2020;  Human Development,
1993;  Human Organization, l98l; International Journal of Aging and Human Development,
1979; Journal of Gerontology, 2006;  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 1982;  Journal of
Urban Affairs, 2006;  Psychology and Aging, 1989; Qualitative Sociology, 2011-2014; 
Quarterly  Journal of Ideology, 1992; Race, Gender & Class, 2007; Research on Aging.
2011;  Rural Sociology, l979; Social Forces, l979-1984; 2005; Social Psychology
Quarterly, 2009; Sociological Focus, l979-1981; 1992; Sociological Forum, 1995; 1999;
2014;  Sociological Perspectives, 2001, 2006; 2017; Sociological Spectrum, 1993-1994;
Sociology and Social Research, l979-1982, 1984; Sociologie et Sociétés, 2002; Symbolic
Interaction, 2002; 2008-2010; Teaching Sociology, 1990-1992; 1999; 2003-2012; The
Gerontologist 1982-1984, 1987, 2010-2012. 
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Reviewer for Rowman & Littlefield for a monograph, “Projecting 9/11:  Productions of Race,

Gender, and Citizenship in Recent Hollywood Films,” authored by Mary K.
Bloodsworth-Lugo and Carmen R. Lugo-Lugo.   2013.

FIELDS OF RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTEREST:
Sociology of Aging; Sociology of the Military; Sociological Theory; Sociology of Culture.  

         

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS: 
American Sociological Association 

Aging and the Life Course Section
Peace and Social Conflict Section
History of Sociology and Social Thought Section

Gerontological Society of America.
Georgia Sociological Association.
Pacific Sociological Association.

 

REFERENCES:
Available upon request.


